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DECLASSIFIED PER
o BY . JA___ NARA DATE

IN REPLY REFER
TO No.

m/iu-!(l) e S SUWANNEE

(10«jep) (cvE-27)
Serisl:t 059 '
SORFIDENIIAL
Froms The Commanding Officer,
Tos ' . Commander in chitf United States Fleet.
Vias (1) Commander er Division TIENTYTVO,
{Coumander Task Unit 52,1.3).
(2) Commsnder Bscort Carrier Force, Pacific Fleet,
(Conmander Tesk Group 52.1).
3) Commander FIFTH Fleet,
4) Commander in Chief, U.8, Pacific Fleet.
Subjects Aireraft Action Reports,
HReference: (a) CinCPac conf, 1tr, 1CLe45,
Fnclogsuret (A) Commamding Officer VFe40 Airereft iction Report - 1,
: B) Comnanding Officer VFe40 Adrersft detion Repert - 2,
C) Commander Adr Group FURTY Adreraft Action Reports

one through seven,

e "’omzdd herewith as mclomrcs are utiou rcpem on the
Okinawa Gunto Uperation, of attached airer:ft unite dm-ing the perded 1
April to & AM]. 1945, ;

P, B8, CORNVELL
CCt Cominech dimt) ‘ '
| CinCPae (3 direct)
JICFOA (direct)
CombirPac (direct)



L

RE.

Cuﬁ:ﬁ _NARA ~ DATE IP'";RAFT ACTION REPORT &

|, GENERAL

-

“.“ (b) Based on or at v.a‘s. 8““ (c) Report No'_____..

(a) Unit Re;;qrting,

(d) Take off: Date @ APFAl 19K5  Time (177).0800(I) (7one), L25°=15" LE Long I -h.
(e) Mission ",‘”“" ‘“‘"“m Mh‘ s'x‘_ Onm‘ (f) Timé of ReturnM(Zone)

II. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

NUMBER :
TYPE SQUADRON [~ g - BOMBS AND TORPEDOES FUZE, SETTING
T%(IJPG g}IEGh?YGI;y/GC AT'['T,:R(§E'1N N CARRIED (PER PLANE)
(a) (b) (c) - Ad) (e) (f) (g)
; . I
F6P=-5 | VP40 & 8 1-500f G.P. Bamb |Non-delay tail
6-5" H.,E. Rockets Instantaneous Bas

I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON |  NUMBER BASE
F6F=5 |[VF-25 | & |U.S5.5. CHENANGD i
TBN=3C [VI=25 | & |U.S.8.
- TBN=3C | VI=40 & [U.5.5. SUWANNEE
IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only). None
(a) (b) () (d) (e) (f) (g)
TYPE NO. NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED | OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARKING
(ZONE)
(ZONE)
(ZONB)
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)
Did Any Part of : v
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?—_________If so, Describe Clouds
(YES OR NO) . > (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance - : : :
(j) of Sun or Meon (k) Visibility.
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)
- V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only). None
NOR (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: ., (e) b B
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON : PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED
7

]
ALLSEY — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED



L  DATE S IPCRAFT ACTION REPORT R en

— bl T e i filled out) >

REPORT No. __1_

V1. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only). None
(a) (b) (e) (d) (e)
TYPEOWNA/C | SQUADRON | Type EUN. OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE S istis 1ok, ot Tt (Give Bures ser 3l mamber of plans destroyed)
1
2
3
4
3
6
; /
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left). None
(a) (b} fe) , ! (d) (e) -
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS

VIll. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES
A/C out RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED .30 .50 20MM MM RETURNING

WeF-5 72 | 51 | 3.3 | 325 | 225 12,000 e

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

CALIBER NONE MEAGER MODERATE : INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over Z
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm b 4
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm x

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT




DECLASBIFIED PER " D ¢ j e : _ RESTRICTED
| Bv.gk naraoaTE PTRAFT ACTION REPORT sy wnen

(OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) z
REPORT No.__,l EEE

Xl A;rTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only). txl
(a) Target(s) and Location(s ) S.B. Okinewa and Eastern Islamilsc Ovr Target! (s) O845=1020 (Zore)

T (FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)

() Clouds Over Target NO_6louds over area actually attacked

(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(d) Visibility of Target Clear (e) Visbility Unlimited
(CLEAR, HAZY, PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.) (MILES)
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type. Glide : Bomb Sight Used !M!
.(LEVEL, GLIDE OR DIVE) (TYPE)
/
Bombs Dropped per Run 1’50“ Spacing ____ Altitude of Bomb Releasem_@_'m_ﬂ
" (NUMBER) (FEET) (FEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed None®  probably Destrojed  NOB®  Damaged  None
S (i) i M (m) (n)
o DIMERSIONS o - HELNO- A SUTAERING BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO HITsOn |  DAMAGE (Nore, siiaht,
AIMING POINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH AIMING POINT | Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)

0 Shime Bridgs R0O IA“". - ':’5’:0' A g o B
: : : . | Vr=4o =5" H,B, Rockets  Blighs
2 ong 4 d=5 G.P. Bomb | See :

%y,g Bridge 50 yds., | VF-ik0 |2-5" H.E, Rockets Below Slight
3 A/A Positioms b 4=500¢# G.P. Bombs See ey

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary]. -

0 Shima Bridge:= 1-500f bomb hit on 0 Shima appresch; 2-5" roekets hit er
bridge; 3~5" rockets hit on O Shima approash; 2-5" mkc
hit on northern nmh, & Ma; 8 misses.,

Inlet Bridge:- 1-500# bamb and 2-5" rockets hit on westera approach
e 2 or road leading to approach.

A/A positions NW
of Ike Shimate Positions believed to be empty; =all bambs went over

~ into reef; 6 direct hits with rockets and 6 hits in ares
Kutekg Village:= 4 direct hits in building; 2 duds.

2 rookets fell off VF planes on carrier deck when wings were unfolded.

(p) Were Photographs Taken?_

____Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.



AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT Rl o

filled out)

DECLA EFIED PER D ¢
BY . NARA _ DATE

e 7 e e e

& REPORT No.__i_._._

XII. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

=

E,;G‘u.ﬂ" wiTh ENEmy|  following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

WN AIRCRAFT ;
Dis_position .
i oy Illﬁ:“ﬁﬂut 0800 and reported on station at 084!
ragirs s dusg Rl and wes tructed to attack targets of opportunity in soutl
Angles of Attack d @n“- and Eastern Islands, Attacks centered mainly on the
s et Shzt: vuhc‘-omd bri::o and on a hgu:tcr x : A/.:d positi
Defense Tactics and on ~MO' m j was ’ TOCKkeus 4 "'

Their Effectiveness proaches to the bridge by 1-500f G.P, bomb and by rockeis
ENEMY AIRCRAFT - result it 1s believed, in some damage. The A/A positior
iy iy Peence . 2 were well hit by rockets and were well strafed
Alitudes but it is doubtful if any guns remained in emplacements, d
R Yadtics western gﬁnu-h to the bridge over the inlet near 0 Shima
Use of Cover, Deception s alse hit by 1-500f bamb and rockets and may have besn
Dir;crlaisceoof O[?sninq Fire “O' KM 'llll‘. was MG bj' ”*.t‘ m m I‘n
Defensive Tactics ':iluncs were C“IFIGO‘- A number of targets of small milite
e
g%%%?;fﬁ}iieso 15 The mission wes marked by the absence of targets of
Def;lnsiveTaC}jcs} F%i)':”enﬁwy r“l nnm’ '_.1“.
, £Enemy i

Flexible Gunnery, Own
Fiomer Divedtion $.Gdr. R.D, SAMPSCN Lieus. W.H. NEAL, i1
Use of Radar 0‘ “’ .Jo m L‘Q‘ :‘) :Q‘. mmn
S e A out. A.7. BARANOVSKT Lieut. D. MIGHIE

e ign B.W. SMITH Ensign G.W. WARNER
OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATION AL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance




| T R DATE \I°CRAFT ACTION REPORT Theclasity hen

e fivled out)
% ¢ REPORT No._i._ :
XI1l. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment" freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
ARMAMENT Use additional sheets‘ if necessary).
e 20 . |
g Y One of the 500f G.P. bambs lost its tail fins during
ey ST a rocket attack. The same type of accident befell two of
PRI the 500§ G.P.'s carried in a mission later in the day.
Radio, Radar ‘ e
Moring, Desices Two 5" H,E. rockets fell off racks (one on each of tw
Chois. Ciphers s) when wings were unfolded on deck. In a mission la
RECOGNITION the 6 rockets hung in the racks snd would not launc
IFF The eletrical systems were checked on landing and found %o
ot T be in perfeect working condition, It is noted that in ever
Procedures case fallures to fire occurred in pairs.
PROTECTION : ‘
T i e  Efforts are being continued to find the cause of thes
Protection rlu“.'o

Leak Proofing
EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT

Parachutes

Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe
- Control Surfaces
Control System
Dive Flaps
Landing Gear
Heating System
* Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT v
Engines
Engine Accessories
Propellers
Lubricating System
Starters
Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Auxiliary Plant
Lights *

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE

BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment

Personnel Facilities ’
REPORT B : /(W: /
’ a3 SIGNATURE ARR A . %%9

A11eFT _MEDR RY THE ECRAY RECISTER CO PATENTEDR

SIGNATUR ; RANK AND DUTY



&
i

- v L _ora GATE " ,, ,"CRAFT ACTION REPORT TR AcTy wen

filled out)

I. GENERAL

(a) Unit Reporting V=40 (b) Based on or at U.8.5. SUVWANNEE __(c) Report No. 2
(d) Take off: Date 2 April 1945 ___Time (LZT) 1200(1) (Zone); Lat. 25."23. .tong.lz.’a.m' 3
(e) Mission Suppert demonstration landings SE o_kml“ (f) Time of ReturnM(Zone)

Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT. '

NUMBER

TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES FUZE, SETTING

T)g(FlFr\JG EENEGA?YGIAN/GC A?A}Q%(EIPG CARRIED (PER PLANE)
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) f) (g)

Instantaneous nos
F6F-5 | VF-40| 8 ) 1-500# G.P, Bomb |Non-delay tail
6-5" H.E, Rockats
’ : (2 planes had 5 rockets)Instantaneous bas

1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.
TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE | SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
-5 [VF=25| & U.5.5., CHENANGO
- [ U.5.5. CHENANGO
TBU=3C VI-40 | 6 U.S.5. SUWANNEE

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only). Woue
(a) (b) {c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
TYPE NO. NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARKING
(ZONE)_
(Z0NE)
(ZOND).

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission (s)

Did Any Part of -
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?___________If so, Describe Clouds ;
(YES OR NO) (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
Time of Day and Brilliance
(j) of Sun or Moon (k) Visibility.
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) 4 . (MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1 Only). None
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (e) (d)

TYPE DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C* | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED

AIGETY  MER BAY THE ECRY RECISTER PO PATENTER



B DECLA EHEDPER"' ) 4
| BY _NARA ~ DATE

Gn e ra e

_---"’CRAFT ACTION REPORT

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filked out)

REPORT No.___#&

VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in I only). Yone

(a)

~ TYPEOWNA/C | SQUADRON

(b)

{c)
CAUSE: TYPE EN

TYPE GUN, OR OPERATIONA

EMY A/C
l{ CAUSE

(d)
WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor,
self-sealing tanks, equipment hit)

(e)
EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,
(Give Bureau serial number of planés destroyed)

O (00 | oy W [ (W N |-

=)

—
—

e
N

—
w

ot
>

N

VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left). None

(a) (b)
NO. | SQUADRON

(c)
NAME, RANK OR RATING

(d)
CAUSE

(e)
CONDITION OR STATUS

VHI. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)
TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES
t A/C out RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 - 50 | 20MM - MM RETURNING

_F6F=5| 70

[ 3.1 |

- 325

205

5,600

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT .ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

CALIBER 7 NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm
X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

TURNS
DIVES
CEILINGS.
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT




=

| DECLASSIFIED PER NN ¢ RESTRICTED
F o *_zzg«;___‘_._rjlf\_RA_'_LﬂE %-—z/w/sﬁ ; ‘"CRAFT ACTION REPORT éfﬁ%é'%i"& e
(OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE)
REPORT No ,___:'2 e gii
XI. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in [l Only). ‘2’

(a) Target(s) and Location (s) &

(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)

(¢) Clouds Over Target . NOR®
(d) Visibility of Target___Gloar

(CLEAR, HAZY, PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.)

Eastera Islandsiive Over Torget(s) 125021815 (Zone)

(BASE IN FEET. TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(e) Visibility Unlimited

(MILES)

(f) Bombing Tactics: Type. B e Bomb Sight Used M%Ym ;
Bombs Dropped per Run A,,A__l:'%%)_m_f ;,.Spacing  Altitude of Bomb Re!ease@@:ég)gﬂ_ﬂ

(FEET)

(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed NOB®@  Probably DesfrOye—dJ@.!__ Damaged __ None

9. Possible Gun Position

L it | owaSoedi RIS | | sy s i, |40 T8

| Barracks at 2 2-500# G.P., Bombs See

__Hashiks VF-40 4k=5" H,E, Rockets Below Serious

2 Bldg., 200 yds. 2 2-500# G.P, Bombg See

__ 8.4, of Anza VF=40O | 6=5" Rock Bel o B

3 Revetments, | 2 Bamb | st
Puuibi‘,o' Gun Eu! on E Jomt et
800 yds, NW Tob VF=4O | 3 Unobserved
Possible Gun Peosition B 1-500f G.,P, bomb | See .
200 yds. W Mins VF=40 " 4=5" H, B, Rockets Below| Slight
Possible Gun Position 1 1-500# G.,P. Bomb He
m7 ﬂlg‘B;L M& . Unobserved |

__Minatoga VF=40 b=5"  Slight
PosBible Gun Ponit?.on b 5 in e
400 yds, N, Anza - VE=4O0 | d : | Slight

(o) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets‘of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and focatior
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary).

" 4,00 yds., WNW Kutekin VP-40  6-5" H.E, Rockets 6  Slight

10, Possible Gun Position : 2 in

1000 yds, N.E, yabiku VF=40 2-5" H,E, Rockets area Slight
11, Possible Gun Position - 1 ; 2 in

800 yds, B, Yabiku VF=40 2«5" H,E, Rockets area Slight

No. Hits:

1. 2-500f G.P, bambs end 4=5" H.E, rociets hit buildings around barracks
starting large fire visible from orbit point 20 miles distant,

2. 15004 G.P. bomb lost tail fins, dropped short; 1-500f G,P. bamb unob-
served; 6 H,E. rockets were hits in immediate vieinity and possibly
dsmaged the building,

5. %;500# G.P. bamb lost tail fins, drop unobserved; 4-5" H.E, rockets hit
area, :

(p) Weg.#\:togrépﬁg MM%OQ’%{% gf B?n%g%nm&d?e%tag%d y tasle.



